Practical Chinese Lesson

et Gubo and Palanka, Comrade

. Language
I stars of a slightly /J
dated textbook for

foreigners, show you the joys of Chinese
language study.
You may have noticed that the language environment
you thought you were going to have when you came to
China simply Af7£E - bu cln zai (doesn't exist). Try as
you may to learn Chinese, your progress will inevitably
be thwarted by 77 & f~ng yan (dialects), & k4u y(n
(accents), and English-speaking Chinese people who
think that all foreigners are walking talking English
dictionaries. Even if you already speak Chinese and are
simply hoping to improve your language skills, you may
feel like you've reached a plateau. The Comrade is
sympathetic with the plight of his "foreign friends," and
that'swhy I've prepared Chinese 101 (Practical Chinese),
a course designed to cover useful Chinese words and
phrases that you're sure to hear and use on a daily
basis.

Lesson One: Being lgnored

Gubo is with his Chinese friend Wang. Wang introduces
Gubo to his friend Zhang.

Wang: /NRZ AR H BRI A - Xilo Zh~ng, g-i
n0 jie shao w4 de péngyou Gybd (Zhang, let me
introduce you to my friend Gybd)

Zhang: fth2s A2 Ut 38 1 - T~ hui ba hui shug py tcng



hua? (Does he speak Mandarin?)
Wang: £ - Hui (Yes)

Zhang: 2N E ZK PN - T~ shi n| ge guo ji~ de
rén? (Where is he from?)

Wang: JE¥ - F+i Zhcu (Africa)

Zhang: frzfHBIEATT T S - T~ ch de guan zan
men Zhgng Gué c|i ma?" (Does he eat Chinese
food?)

Wang: "Z#5315t - Ch¢ de guan™ (Yes)

Conversation about Gubo continues between Zhang and

Wang

Lesson Two: Answering the Phone

Phone rings. Palanka picks up.

Palanka: "¢ - Wei (Hello?)

Mystery Caller: 2 - Wei (Hello?)

Palanka: {2 M 5.2 - N0 shi n] 102" (Who is this?)

Mystery Caller: 1534 E - N0 cai cai kan" (Try to
guess)

Palanka: WA HK - W4 ting bu cha 1ai" (I can't
tell)

Mystery Caller: I A% UFIK - W4 ba g~o su ni!" (I
won't tell you!)

Palanka: & #E - N0 shi shui?" (Who are you?)

Mystery Caller: /REAZNE - N0 zhtn bl zh{ dao
m|?" (You don't know?)

This conversation continues indefinitely until either/both

parties become exasperated.



Lesson Three: "It's For Your Safety"”
Part |
Gubo and his Chinese girlfriend walk hand-in-hand into

Gubo's dorm building. The k%% 51 - fG wad yuan
(attendant) on duty looks up from her newspaper.

Fuwuyuan: i It - Dng ji bal!!" (Sign in!!!)

Gubo: {H 2l R K AKX )L, - Dan shi t~ ti~n ti~n | ]i zher"
(But she comes here every day)

Fuwuyuan: FA T LA HE - W4 men zhér y4u gug
ding" (We have rules here)

Gubo:fth A A B ICKRESE G L E - T~ wei shén me
m-i ci I]i dcu yao d£ng ji ne? (Why does she have
to sign in every time she comes here?)

Fuwuyuan: 24 T #8224 - Wei le nin de ~n quéan (For
your safety)

Part 1l

Palanka is buying a ticket for admission to the
Forbidden City. Noticing that there is a "Chinese price"
and a significantly higher "foreign price", she becomes
puzzled

Palanka: {144 E A HIZ2 B4 51 - Wei shén me wai
guo rén de piao na me gui? (Why are foreigners'
tickets so expensive?)

Fuwuyuan: 24 T #8224 - Wei le nin de ~n quéan (For
your safety)

Part Il
Gubo has just checked into his hotel. The fuwuyuan



brings him to his room and unlocks the door for him.

Gubo: AL - W4 de yao shi ne? (What about my
key?)

Fuwuyuan: TATAZ % N EH L - W4 men bl g-i ke rén
yao shi (We don't give the key to the guests)

Gubo: {14 - Wei shén me?" (Why?)

Fuwuyuan: 24 T #8144 - Wei le nin de ~n quéan (For
your safety)

Lesson Four; Comparisons

Gubo and Palanka are having a conversation with Lao
Liu, one of their Chinese friends.

Lao Liu: AR 1 3C 156449 LE Palanka 4f - Gybd, nd de
zhcgng weén shuc de b0 Palanka h|o™ (Gubo, your
Chinese is better than Palanka's)

Gubo (awkward and embarrassed): A5 H., HEH - NI,
nali* (No, no)

Lao Liu: {H 2 URATIH B MRS InZ K N i 434 - Dan
shi nd men dgu méi y4u n-i ge Ji~nada rén shuc de
h]o (But none of you are as good as that Canadian
guy)

Lesson Five: Checking Into a Five-Star Hotel

Fuwuyuan: "Hello, sir. May | help you?"

Palanka: 784114 %% 77 18] 15 - NO men y4u kegng fang ji~n
m|? (Do you have any empty rooms?)

Fuwuyuan: "Yes, we do ma‘am. Would you like to check
in now?"



Palanka: X} Aild, A HE. T UIEIER - Dui
bu q0, w4 b hui Y(ng yy. W4 shi shuc f~ y4 de (I'm
sorry, | don't speak English. | speak French)

Fuwuyuan: (continuing in English) "Sorry ma'am, | don't
speak French."

Palanka: FWr AN . 11 Ui 5 3C - W4 tgng bu d4ng. Qing
shu¢ Zhcngwén™ (I don't understand. Please speak
Chinese)

Fuwuyuan: 7} 22424 0F- N0 yao shén me ya?! (Well,
whaddaya want?!)

Lesson Six: Answering Questions With Questions
Part |

Gubo: 1 i) BT ZEME )L - Qing wen, cé sud zai n|r?"
(Excuse me, where is the bathroom?)

Person being asked: /M KA - Xi|o bian da bian? (Are
you peeing or taking a dump?)

Part 1l

Palanka (calling Gubo on the phone): i&# L 571 -
Q0ng zhu|n y0 xia Gybo (Please get me Gubo)

Operator: {428k H. - N0 shi n] 102 (Who are you?)

Palanka: fth£E15 - T~ zai m|?" (Is he there?)

Operator: 75 11455 JL - N0 y4u shén me shir? (What
do you want to talk to him about?)

Lesson Seven: Mei you
Part |
Gubo is at the local State store trying to buy a light




bulb.

Gubo: FRAT1AE HAT 9 - N0 men y4u dian d+ng pao ma?
(Do you have lightbulbs?)

Fuwuyuan: % - Méi y4u (No)

Part 11
Palanka is at a local Chinese restaurant.

Palanka: ik — AN &1 - Qing i y¢ gé dan ch~o fan
(Please bring an order of fried rice)

Fuwuyuan: %1 - Méi y4u fan (We have no rice)

Palanka: /54 W] e KUK - Zén mé k- néng méi y4u
m0 fan ne? (How can you not have rice?)

Fuwuyuan (ignoring the question): #R 4414 - N0 yao
shén me ya? (What do you want?)

Part Il

Gubo is at the New China bookstore looking for the
official "Little Red Chinese-English, English-Chinese
Dictionary"

Gubo: RIS TR S0 - NO men y4u Y(ng-Han
Han-Y(ng cidi|n ma? (Do you have
English-Chinese, Chinese-English dictionaries?)

Fuwuyuan: % - Méi y4u (No)

Lesson Eight: Coming Home Late and Waking Up

the Guard to Open the Door

Once again, Gubo and Palanka have returned to their



dormitory past curfew. The door is locked and the guard
Is sound asleep. They knock on the door until the guard
finally wakes up.

Palanka: § Nt 4:E - Dui bu 0, xi~n sh#ng (Sorry,
sir)
Gubo: ANif - B h|o yi si (We really feel bad)

Guard crawls out of his "bed" (two chairs put together
facing each other) and stumbles to the door without a
word.

Palanka: A<k AX A5 )L - Ba hui zai f~ shing
zhéi ge shir (This won't happen again)

Guard, still half asleep, fumbles with the lock until the
door opens.

Gubo: i #5 - Xié xié nin (Thank you)
Palanka: % - W|n=an" (Good night)

Guard closes the door and goes back to sleep.



